
Holton St Mary Village Hall
Lunch Club

The lunch club has been running for around six years now and offers a light lunch,
once a month in the Village Hall, for £3.50 a head. The lunches are delivered by a
team of volunteers who prepare a meal, normally 2 courses, plus tea and coffee. 

Its aim is to get members of their community together to chatter and catch up as it
was felt that felt some of them were potentially lonely, or had the potential to become
so.

Due to the pandemic the lunch club was not able to run for a while.  When they were able to
start running again, their regulars were noticeably more frail, and some of their confidence
had gone. There were anecdotes about sleepless nights before going shopping, because of
nervousness about driving and visiting shops after months of staying home.

The club lost some regular volunteers but have collected one or two new ones, albeit the
new ones are still learning the ropes, and not yet leading their lunches. The club are just
about OK, with any shortfall in volunteers being made up by a few of the stalwarts, who
recognised their need and offered to step up. 

A commercial dishwasher so they were confident about the cleanliness of the washing
up at a high temperature 

Chairs with arms so that members had something to lean on to get up and down from
the table, without any risk of tipping the table up

Round tables so that nobody was directly facing others and the clients did not have to
twist to chat. These tables comfortably accommodate 6+ people and reduce any
residual risk from COVID aerosol

 
They asked the Village Hall to apply on their behalf for the Community Restart Grant, to
help them in three ways:

The lunch club are now pretty much back to normal, with some minor changes to routines
to ensure they are Covid safe.  Going forward, the lunch club aim to break even and
continue to be viable, providing a positive engaging reason for people to get together and
enjoy themselves, safely in their community.

 


